
 

 

December 14, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Dennis Richardson, Council Vice President, declared a quorum and called the meeting to order. An attendance sheet was 

made available for non-officers and citizens present. Present besides Dennis Richardson, Council Vice President, were Jo 

Temple, Council Member; and Mary Richardson, Clerk-Treasurer.  Jon Lykins, Council President, was absent. Others 

present were Marvin Hedrick, Marshal; Paul Sembach, Utility Supervisor; and Geoffrey Wesling, Town Attorney, 

 

Denny led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

A motioned was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to dispense with the reading of the minutes 
from the previous town meeting. Approval was unanimous. There were no amendments.   
 
A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to pay the bills as presented. Approval was 
unanimous. 
 
General Fund $25,233.52  Sewage Operating Fund $3,623.76 
Motor Vehicle Highway $228.51  Sewage Bond & Interest Fund $7,605.00 
Park Fund $428.08  Payroll Fund $3,143.19 
Water Utility Operating Fund $4,153.58  Total $44,425.64 

 
Unfinished Business 
 
Mary passed along information from Mike Meyer, Engineer, regarding the water project. The Contractor will be providing 
the final waiver of lien certification. Funds will be remaining that can be used for various items needed for the water plant. 
It was suggested to contact SRF to determine if funds could be used for the standby generator for the lift station. 
 
A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to approve the two water construction claims from 
C&H/M Excavating, Inc. for Division C in the amount of $62,147.89 and Division D in the amount of $38,767.15. Approval 
was unanimous. Mary will provide the claims to the Grant Administrator to submit to OCRA. 
 
A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to approve the RLM Engineering, Inc. invoice for 
$12,500.00 and the Baker Tilley invoice for $12,500.00 for the Asset Management Plan.  Approval was unanimous. Mary 
will file the claims with SRF. 
 
A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to approve the Kleinpeter Consulting Group LLC 
invoice for $21,200.00 This invoice is the second and final Grant Administration payment.  Approval was unanimous. Mary 
will submit the claim to be paid by OCRA. 
 
Mary noted that Mike Kleinpeter received a 60-day extension for the water project. New completion date is February 28, 
2021. 
 
Mary passed along information from Mike Meyer regarding the wastewater project. The project bids received were 
significantly over the opinion of costs. Mike’s recommendation was to reject all the bids received and redesign the project. 
Mike’s recommendation included some changes to save costs. A redesign will need to be resubmitted to IDEM. 
 
A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to approve RLM Engineering to redesign the 
wastewater project as outlined in Mike Meyer’s proposal. Approval was unanimous. 
 
Mary reported that INDOT approved the Town’s request to replace the sidewalks on the east side of Main Street from 
north of State Street instead of the east side of Main Street listed in the original grant request. Both sides of the street for 
the south side of Main Street are still included in the sidewalk project. 
 
Jo Temple discussed her conversation with Marvin Rees, Rush County Surveyor, regarding the bridge crossing the new 
county drain on Cemetery Street. The Council agreed the bridge should be replaced with a culvert. George Stamm, 
Cemetery Trustee, discussed the deteriorated condition of the current bridge. Several discussed the water level under the 
bridge. Geoff Wesling, Town Attorney, suggest the Town wait to see what the County does to the drain before investing in 
a culvert.  Jo said she would talk with Marvin Rees again to get a better idea of how the flow of the ditch will affect a 
culvert.  
 



 

 

Marvin Hedrick, Town Marshal, discussed the status of the property on Main Street. The Council agreed to wait until 
spring to see what repairs is made by the property owner. 
 
Paul reported that the water audit is currently being validated. 
 
It was noted that the tower has been installed but not the siren. A motion was made Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis 
Richardson to authorize Mary Richardson to pay the $10,000 for the siren prior to the next town meeting.  Approval was 
unanimous. 
 
Mary stated that she was told the railroad grant agreement is still being reviewed by the State. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan Review has been tabled and updates will be considered over the next few months. 
 
Mary said the old town hall computer has been cleaned and available for backup. She recommended it not be used 

unless the virus protection costing $130 annually be obtained. No action was taken. The computer will be stored as a 

backup unit. 

New Business 
 
Mary presented her recommendation for 2021 meeting dates. All meetings will be the second Monday of the month 

except the meeting will occur on Tuesday, October 11, 2021 to observe Columbus Day.  A motion was made by Jo 

Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to approve the 2021 meeting dates. Approval was unanimous. 

 

Mary presented the insurance renewal documents to the Council. Mary suggested The Council consider having the water 
plant assessed for replacement value since there have been upgrades. A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded 
by Dennis Richardson to approve the policy as written and confirm the properties listed are inclusive and the values are 
appropriate.  Approval was unanimous.  Jon Lykins had previously signed the verification on behalf of the Council.  
 
Mary stated the insurance appropriation is included in the 2021 budget. A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded 
by Dennis Richardson to authorize Mary Richardson to issue a check for the $10,333.00 insurance coverage after year 
end and before the January town meeting.  Approval was unanimous. 
 

Reports 

 

Mary said the sale letter was sent to the property owner for 206 N Durbon explaining the redemption period ends on 

February 3, 2021. 

Mary reported she submitted the CARES Act Ordinance, certification, and $5,332.75 claim to the Indiana Finance 

Authority (IFA) and received an acknowledgement of receipt. Mary will be notified when the claim is approved and when 

the wire transfer will be scheduled. 

Mary reminded everyone that the water rates will change to Phase II as of January 1, 2021. This will be reflected in the 

February bill that will be due in March. 

Currently only one customer is on the COVID payment plan. The original eight customers either decided to pay to current 

or were required to pay because of violations to the agreements. 

Mary sent out 18 turn off notices. That is 15% of our water customers.  

Paul Sembach provided his written report.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jon Lykins to adjourn the meeting. Approval was unanimous.  

 
 
 
________________________________ 
Mary M. Richardson, Clerk-Treasurer 


