
 

 

January 6, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
Dennis Richardson, Council Vice President, declared a quorum and called the meeting to order. An attendance sheet was 

made available for non-officers and citizens present. Present besides Dennis Richardson was Jo Temple, Council 

Member. Other officers present were Mary Richardson, Clerk-Treasurer; Marvin Hedrick, Marshal; and Paul Sembach, 

Utility Supervisor. Geoffrey Wesling, Town Attorney, was absent, 

 

Denny lead in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

A motioned was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to dispense with the reading of the minutes 
from the previous town meeting. Approval was unanimous. There were no amendments.   
 
A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jo Temple to pay the bills as presented. Approval was 
unanimous. 
 
General Fund $19,093.16  Meter Deposit Fund $100.00 
Motor Vehicle Highway Fund $3,207.46  Sewage Operating Fund $4,965.54 
Park Fund $474.49  Payroll Fund $6,300.86 
Water Utility Operating Fund $10,292.45    
Water Utility Bond & Interest Fund $14,870.56  TOTAL $59,304.86 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Jo Temple provided maps reflecting the Main and Durbin Streets alleys open, platted and not maintained, and closed. 
Council reviewed the alleys and responded to questions. No action was taken. The maps will provide information for 
consideration in any future alley closure requests. Sufficient future alley access will be considered before changing any 
existing alley status. 
 
The Council discussed the upcoming Rush County Drainage Board public hearing on January 21, 2020. The Board will 
consider accepting responsibility for the drain that runs east and west on the north side of State Street properties. Mary 
Richardson stated she posted the public notice in the Rushville Republican and sent certified letters to the affected 
property owners. She has also obtained the required bond. 
 
There was no new information regarding the current water project financed with the Office of Rural and Community Affairs 
(OCRA) and State Revolving Loan (SRF) funding.  
 
No information provided regarding the wastewater OCRA grant application. 
 
Paul Sembach recapped the recent update report he sent to IDEM regarding the water agreed order. 
 
Marvin Hedrick provided an update regarding blight property. He is working with Geoffrey Wesling regarding action 
required for blight property. The property owner’s last known address is in Florida and the owner is not accepting letters. 
 
Nobody was aware of any recent lagoon goose hunting. 
 
Paul stated he has not yet made arrangements to meet with Indiana Rural Alliance to obtain more details about the 
required water audit. 
 
The Council discussed the 2020 town meeting schedule. The Council discussed changing the monthly meeting day.  Mary 
stated that the first Monday sometimes makes it difficult to obtain all invoices timely and can cause the month end payroll 
to be either cut off early or tight to prepare prior to the Monday meeting. Usually, there is much work to perform the 
weekend prior to the Monday meeting. A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to change 
the meeting day from the first Monday of each month to the second Monday of each month. When the Monday falls on a 
holiday, the meeting will be held the next day. This change will be effective February 2020 unless an ordinance is 
required. Approval was unanimous.  
 
The Council had received a request to sell property on State Street. Jo stated people are inquiring about renting space at 
the Community Garden that was established last summer.  Denny said he would like to see a small park at that spot. A 
motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to not sell the property. Approval was unanimous. 
 



 

 

The Council responded to some general questions regarding the Community Garden. 
 
Amendments to the Rush County Alternate Energy Systems Ordinance was presented to the Council.  A motion was 
made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to approve the amendments. Approval was unanimous. 
 
A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to approve a contract with Automotive Specialists 
(Mark Heimsoth) for the Utility Superintendent’s uniforms. Approval was unanimous. 
 
Mary received correspondence from the Indiana Finance Authority and will follow up regarding meeting attendance. 
 
A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to purchase carpet for the town hall from 
Wholesale Carpet in the amount of $2,950. Approval was unanimous.  
 
Mary presented the 2020 wastewater budget.  A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to 
approve the proposed budget. Approval was unanimous. 
 
New Business 
 
A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to re-appoint Jack Rummel to the Park Board for 
a four-year term expiring January, 2024. Approval was unanimous.  
 
Reports 
 
Mary said someone requested purchased water reimbursement because the consumer would not drink the town water. 
This person did not attend the water project public hearing. Denny said he would follow up. 
 
Marvin stated he has worked through Rush County to obtain fuel at a cost of $2.18 per gallon.  Marvin also reported that 
the town has received $3,400 radio refund from Rush County.  
 
Paul Sembach provided the written utility report. Paul said he would have the holiday banners removed by Thursday. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There were questions regarding water and sewer required usage. The Council and Clerk-Treasurer explained water 
usage is not required. If someone goes to Florida for the winter, they can have the water shut off and not pay any water 
billing for the time the water is shut off. They will be required to pay a turn-on fee. Per ordinance, sewer charges must be 
paid for all property unless a waiver is obtained.  
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson. Approval unanimous.  

 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Mary M. Richardson, Clerk-Treasurer 


