
 

 

June 8 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Jon Lykins, Council President, declared a quorum and called the meeting to order. An attendance sheet was made 

available for non-officers and citizens present. Present besides Jon Lykins were Dennis Richardson, Council Vice 

President; Jo Temple, Council Member; and Mary Richardson, Clerk-Treasurer. Others present were Marvin Hedrick, 

Marshal; Paul Sembach, Utility Supervisor; and Geoffrey Wesling, Town Attorney, 

 

Jon lead in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

A motioned was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jo Temple to dispense with the reading of the minutes 
from the previous town meeting. Approval was unanimous. There were no amendments.   
 
A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jo Temple to pay the bills as presented. Approval was 
unanimous. 
 
General Fund $4,079.33  Sewage Operating Fund $3,247.33 
Motor Vehicle Highway Fund $219.14  Sewage Bond & Interest Fund $17,830.00 
Park Fund $133.02  Payroll Fund $4,883.12 
Water Utility Operating Fund $7,322.20  TOTAL $37,714.14 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
It was reported that Rush County Drainage Board meeting has been postponed again until June 22, 2020. At this meeting 
the Board will consider taking ownership of the Tile East/West Ditch. 
 
Mike Meyer, RLM Engineering, provided an update for the Water Construction Project (funded by and OCRA grant and 
SRF loans). There has not been any work performed by C&N Construction due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A motion was 
made by Jo Temple and seconded by Dennis Richardson to authorize Jon Lykins to sign an extension request to OCRA.  
Approval was unanimous. 
 
Mike Meyer also provided a status update for the Wastewater Improvement Project (funded by OCRA). Plans have been 
completed. 
 
Marc Rape, Strand Engineering, provided an update regarding the sidewalk construction project (funded by INDOT). A 
draft of the plans was provided. He will be scheduling a preliminary field check with and INDOT representative. Denny 
Richardson and Paul Sembach will attend the walk through. 
 
Mary Richardson reported that on May 8, 2020, Governor Holcomb issued Executive Order 20-27, which extends the 
deadline to submit a validated water loss audit to the Indiana Finance Authority (“IFA”) from August 1, 2020 to January 1, 
2021. The audit period should still cover water produced/purchased/sold during 2019. Mary plans to attend a workshop to 
better understand the best way to provide financial and billing information to Paul Sembach for the Glenwood self-audit. 
Paul stated he also plans to attend a workshop. 
 
Mary provided information from two companies that have submitted information to be the water loss audit validators. Paul 
agreed to research the companies and talk to them about their validation process and the cost.  He will provide the 
Council with his recommendation. 
 
Paul stated he is working on the quarterly report to IDEM regarding the current water agreed order. The report is due June 
30, 2020. 
 
Marvin Hedrick provided an update on the progress of the blight buildings.  
 
Jo Temple stated the Community Garden has four units planted. 
 
Mary Richardson explained the CARES Act were municipalities can be reimbursed for certain expenses relating to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Since everyone works part-time, there has been no wages to be reimbursed. Mary’s 
recommendation is that the cost of sanitizing material the Town has paid is not sufficient to file a claim. But she will 
provide the financial information to anyone that wants to file a claim.  
 



 

 

 
New Business 
 
A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jo Temple to allow Robert Hughes to use the town truck to 
drive to the town lagoon for maintenance. He will first need to be added to the town’s insurance policy.  Approval was 
unanimous.  
 
Paul discussed the Wellhead Protection Program update due May 6, 2020. Sherri Winters from the Alliance of Indiana 
Rural Water Association said she would assist Paul. 
 
 
Mary stated that she is currently putting the CDC and Indiana COVID-19 guidance on the agenda regarding the 
requirements to attend a meeting. Beginning at the next meeting, face masks are optional unless the Council wants to list 
face masks as recommended or even required. The Council agreed with the optional requirement. The chairs will continue 
to be placed to allow for social distancing during the meetings. 
 
Mary reported the Town has customers with high water/sewer bills ranging from $361 to $819. Although the Governor’s 
directive has been that water cannot be turned off for delinquency, she has been sending letters encouraging payment 
and explaining that payment will be due when the directive is over. Mary has also been notifying property owners of the 
sewer portion of the renter’s bills. 
 
Based on the Governor’s extension for prohibiting the discontinuing of utility service, Mary recommended to turn off the 
water for delinquency at the July due date (subject to another Governor’s extension). Although not a directive, it may show 
good faith to waive the water and sewer penalties for the June due date and begin penalties in July. The Council did not 
voice objections. 
 
Mary also stated she is postponing the filing of sewer liens but needs to do so by September to ensure the lien is included 
in the November tax statements. 
 
A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jo Temple to ratify the decisions made by Jon Lykins, 
Council President, during the period that the Council was unable to meet.  These decisions included approving the 
payment of claims, cancelling the May Town meeting, approving the purchase of cleaning equipment, and ordering 
dumpsters to set up the Town Clean Up Day for June 27, 2020. Approval was unanimous. 
 
New Business 
 
A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jon Lykins to approve conflict of interest statements 
submitted by Jo Temple and Paul Sembach. Approval was unanimous. 
 
Paul Sembach reported he had completed the five-year update to the Wellhead Protection Plan and has received 
approval from IDEM. Paul said he will schedule a meeting with the Wellhead Protection Committee. He will also post a 
notice seeking interested persons to become committee members. 
 
Mary Richardson presented information from the Indiana Alliance of Rural Water recommending towns have Standard 
Operating Procedures for the water utility. The Council requested that Paul develop these procedures. 
 
Mary reported that Marvin Hedrick has provided supporting documentation for the warning siren grant application to the 
Rush County Foundation. Mary will work on the grant application. The May due date was cancelled and the applications 
need to be received in September. 
 
Mary also volunteered to submit a railroad grade crossing grant application to INDOT. This grant will be for a template for 
painting the railroad warning on the street.  
 
Jo Temple stated she provided information to Indiana University. They are working on a urban green infrastructure map 
and GIS data resource. Jo provided them with the types of trees Glenwood planted in a recent project.   
 
It was noted that hiring an arborist to review the town trees is on hold until the pandemic social distancing requirement can 
be addressed. A member of the town would need to ride around town with an arborist representative.  
 



 

 

A motion was made by Jo Temple and seconded by Jon Lykins to approve Resolution 2020-2 Utility Payment Options. 
Because of the Town’s structure, cash will not be accepted as payment. Approval was unanimous. Mary Richardson 
noted that the Dollar General sells money orders. Social distancing requirements should be followed. 
 
Mary also stated she did some research regarding the handling of town monies. The Town’s Insurance agent stated the 
Town needs to purchase a blanket employee dishonestly crime policy for all who handle monies and such. Mary 
recommended the $50,000 policy since the cost is the same t as the $25,000.  A motion was made by Dennis Richardson 
and seconded by Jo Temple to purchase the $50,000 policy. Approval was unanimous.  Mary will submit the application 
listing employees that could collect money or reconcile accounts.  Mary is already covered with a Bond.  
 
Mary provided the Council with research from other towns regarding the amount of water deposits. Mary also showed the 
average bills that could accumulate before the water is disconnected.  Based on this information, the Council will consider 
a revised water rate ordinance at the next meeting that will increase the water deposit from $50 to $150. A public hearing 
for the ordinance will be published and posted. Mary also said it will help with collection efforts if social security numbers 
are obtained from customers. Paul said we cannot require a social security number. Geoff and Mary will research.  
 
A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jon Lykins to write off sewer charges totaling $6,011.26. 
Approval was unanimous. 
 
 
Reports 
 
Geoff Wesling and Mary Richardson provided a recap of the Rush County Area Plan Commission meeting.  
 
Mary Richardson reported that she is now required to earn training credits each year. She plans to attend an all day 
webinar on June 18.  
 
Mary noted that Frontier filed bankruptcy. Based on Geoff Wesling’s recommendation, the Apr and May utility billings were 
reversed, Geoff stated the bills can now continue. 
 
Now that Rushville does not have a newspaper, Mary has contacted the Indiana Public Access Counselor to find out if 
posting to only the Connersville News Examiner is required. In addition, notices are posted at the Town Hall and at the 
Post Office. Mary will work with Geoff when information is received. 
 
Mary stated that the cost of our federal audits (through the state) will increase.  
 
Marvin Hedrick provided an activity update. Marvin explained the maintenance required for the Dodge Charge police 
vehicle.  A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jon Lykins to authorize Marvin to have the work 
performed for an approximate cost of $1700.  Approval was unanimous. 
 
Paul Sembach provided the written utility report. Paul stated there has been metal and some brass taken down at the 
water plant during the water project.  The Council requested it be taken and sold.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Shannon Issacs stated that she is concerned about the speed of traffic going through the north-south alley on the 

northwest side of town. The Council discussed the situation. Marvin Hedrick stated he would monitor the alley and follow 

up with people that might regularly use the alley. There is a property owner that has weed growth into the alley. Jon 

Lykins said he will follow up on this issue. 

 

A motion was made by Dennis Richardson and seconded by Jo Temple to adjourn the meeting. Approval unanimous.  

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Mary M. Richardson, Clerk-Treasurer 


